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HOW TO TEACH STUDENTS TO CREATE 
TRANSITIONS 

HOW TO CHOOSE A TRANSITION WORD OR PHRASE 

What is a transition? Transitions can be a single word, phrase, sentence or an entire  
paragraph that logically links one idea to another. Writers use transitions to guide the reader  
through the text.

TRANSITIONS THAT  
ADD IDEAS

TRANSITIONS THAT 
COMPARE IDEAS

• and
• again
• and then
• besides
• finally
• further
• equally important
• lastly

Example:
Students are less likely to be hyperactive because 
they have not eaten candy, and equally important, 
are less likely to talk to their friends during class 
because they have natural energy.

• whereas
• but
• yet
• however
• nevertheless
• on the contrary
• by comparison
• compared to

Example:
Some critics believe that overhauling school lunches 
is biting off just a small piece of a bigger problem, 
whereas others believe it is the foundation for 
changing the way students eat.
 

TRANSITIONS THAT  
GIVE AN EXAMPLE

TRANSITIONS THAT  
SHOW EXCEPTION

• for example
• for instance
• in this case
• in another case  

Example:

While some school nutritionists believe that increasing 
the cost of fresh school lunches will deter students 
from eating in the cafeteria, in the case of Middlestone 
Public Schools the cafeteria lines actually grew longer.

• yet
• still
• however
• nevertheless  

Example:

Some parents believe it is the school’s responsibility 
to provide healthy, fresh meals for lunch despite 
the fact that they voted against a per-price meal 
increase last year.
 

• on this occasion
• in this situation
• take the case of
• to demonstrate

• in spite of
• despite
• of course
• once in a while
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