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Prompt:  Should ranchers in Montana kill the Western Hognose Snake? 

Brainstorm 
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Thesis Statement  

Concessions and Reasons 

 

Content Map 

Simple Content Map 
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Description Map 

 

 

Organize Ideas 

Introduction 

 [Attention grabbing opener]  

 Do you realize that the Western Hognose Snake is afraid of you and your livestock?  

 You should not kill the Western Hognose Snake if you come across one on your ranch! 

 Western Hognose snakes are helpful snakes! 

 [Thesis] 

 Even though many snakes can be dangerous and cause problems for ranchers, Western Hognose snakes should 

not be killed. 

First Characteristic 

 [Topic Sentence] In Montana and many other regions the Western Hognose Snake is declining in population. 

 They are rarely found in Montana 

 

 

 

http://www.jackson-consulting.com/


                                                                                                                            Western Hognose Snake-Elementary 

www.jackson-consulting.com                                                                                                                                                                 4 

Second Characteristic 

 [Topic Sentence] The Western Hognose snake is a helpful snake to ranchers. 

 They eat rodents 

Third Characteristic 

 [Topic Sentence] Western Hognose snakes are not a threat to ranchers or livestock. 

 They rarely bite. 

 They are non-venomous if they do bite. 

 A person or animal would not get poisoned if this snake bit them. 

 They play dead and are docile. 

 They are non-aggressive snakes. 

Conclusion 

Ranchers should not kill the Western Hognose snake if they find one on their ranch and around their livestock.  

 

Develop a Topic 
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Completed Essay 

     Western Hognose snakes are helpful snakes!  Even though many snakes can be dangerous and cause problems for 

ranchers, Western Hognose snakes should not be killed.  There are several reasons these snakes should be allowed to 

reside on your ranch.  They are non-venomous, non-aggressive snakes that are docile.  Additionally, they are declining in 

population in Montana.   

     First, the population of the Western Hognose snake is declining.  They are rarely found in Montana.  One reason may 

be that they look similar to the Rattlesnake.  Mistaken for being a Rattlesnake has caused many undeserving deaths. 

     Snakes that eat rodents are helpful to ranchers.  The Western Hognose eats mice and other rodents.  Mice often get 

into food for livestock and cause other problems for ranchers such as illnesses cause by their droppings. 

     Beyond being helpful by eating rodents, the Western Hognose snake is docile, or passive, in behavior.  It will play 

dead and is non-aggressive.  That means it would rather lay still until the threat is gone instead of turn and bite like 

Rattlesnakes do.  Even if they do bite, which they rarely do, they are non-venomous.  Non-venomous means that 

someone or something that gets bit doesn’t die.  A person could have an allergic reaction, but that’s not very common 

either. 

     Ranchers should not kill the Western Hognose snake if they find one on their ranch and around their livestock.  As I 

have said they are non-aggressive, helpful snakes.  
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Revise, Edit and Proofread 
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