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9-12 Informational Text 
 
Writing Prompt: 
Think about what you would like to do after you graduate from high school (go to college or other school, 
travel, get a job, etc.) Write an essay that gives the steps that you will need to take in order to start your next 
chapter in life. 
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Sequential Writing Organizer 
 
Introduction  
• Startling fact, anecdote, question or quote  
Malia Obama started a national debate when she decided that she will take a year off before she starts 
college. Everyone is wondering: Will Malia work? Will she spend the year hanging out with her friends or will 
she travel before her freshman year at Harvard? 
 
• Background information the reader needs to understand your topic  
Let’s face it, this opportunity is not one that is easily afforded by the general population, but it is a choice that 
is being made by an increasing number of American graduates. If I were to take a gap year (or two), I would 
spend it immersed in the culture of another country. Moving to a different country would not only be 
expensive, but a daunting organizational endeavor.  
 
• Thesis statement  
In order to make a smooth transition and have a great adventure abroad, it is important to research potential 

countries to live in, determine a budget for moving and for living in the new country, and devise a plan that 

includes a realistic timeline for getting there. 

First Event or Step  
Do some research. 
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• Topic sentence  
First, research potential countries to live in. 
 
• Provide details using quotes, paraphrasing, interviews, experiences  
It is important to know about the immigration and work laws that govern potential countries. Work programs 
that allow students (or potential students) to work on farms is another area to look into. Another important 
aspect to research is the culture’s attitude toward Americans. Another important aspect to research is the 
culture’s attitude toward Americans. 
 
• Explain the significance of the first event/step to the reader and how it relates to the thesis 
In order to avoid surprises and complications, do the research!  
 
• Connect this paragraph to the second event/step  
This research will also pay off when developing a budget. 
 
Second Event or Step  
Create a budget 
 
• Topic sentence  
Next it is important to determine the costs of moving and living abroad.  
 
 
• Provide details via quotes, paraphrasing, interviews, experiences  
Some things to consider are cost of the airplane ticket, transportation and housing. Another consideration is 
how much money it will cost just to get there, and then the cost to make the rest of the adventure smooth 
and stress free. Of course, this will all depend on the country and the cost of living in that area of the world.  
 
• Explain the significance of the second event/step to the reader and how it relates to the thesis  
Having a clear and precise budget will help determine if the adventure is possible and save money in the long 
run. 
 
• Connect this paragraph to the third event/step 

Once the budget is ironed out, determining a plan is the next step. 

Third Event or Step 
Make a plan/timeline  
 
• Topic sentence  
Once the budget is ironed out, determining a plan is the next step. 

• Provide details via quotes, paraphrasing, interviews, experiences  
When creating a timeline consider how long it will take to save the necessary money for the plane ticket and 
then how much time you will need in order to save enough for your living expenses. 
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• Explain the significance of the third event/step to the reader and how it relates to the thesis  
If the plan is deliberate and well thought out, it will allow enough time to plan and prepare, allowing the 

experience to be exciting and without hassles and stress. 

• Connect this paragraph to all of the events/steps  
 
Conclusion  
• Restate thesis 
Making a smooth transition to a new country will be better if it is well-research, there is a realistic budget and 
there is a clear plan of action to get there. 
  
• Highlight the progression of the sequence 
Being well-informed about the laws, culture and cost of living of the country will make it easier to set up a 
realistic budget and plan that will make for a seamless move abroad. 
  
• Explain the importance of the information you’ve presented  
While this is a general plan, it can easily be applied to more specific information about specific countries and 
students in specific situations.  
 
• Offer a solution and/or a next step 
Students considering a move abroad after graduation, assuming their parents are not the Obamas, should 

begin to research, budget and plan immediately. The sooner the plan is in place, the better the experience will 

be! 
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Create Transitions 

Malia Obama started a national debate when she decided that she will take a year off before she starts 

college. Everyone is wondering: Will Malia work? Will she spend the year hanging out with her friends or will 

she travel before her freshman year at Harvard? Let’s face it, this opportunity is not one that is easily afforded 

by the general population, but it is a choice that is being made by an increasing number of American 

graduates. If I were to take a gap year (or two), I would spend it immersed in the culture of another country. 

Moving to a different country would not only be expensive, but a daunting organizational endeavor. In order 

to make a smooth transition and have a great adventure abroad, it is important to research potential 

countries to live in, determine a budget for moving and for living in the new country, and devise a plan that 

includes a realistic timeline for getting there. 

First, research potential countries to live in. It is important to know about the immigration and work 

laws that govern potential countries. Do they allow immigrants to work? How long can a person stay in the 

country on a passport, or is it necessary to apply for a special visa? Work programs that allow students (or 

potential students) to work on farms is another area to look into. Often times these programs will provide 

food and accommodations in exchange for the work that a young person does on the farm. Another important 

aspect to research is the culture’s attitude toward Americans. Are Americans welcomed with open arms or will 

being immersed in the culture be a more challenging undertaking? There is plenty of information out there to 

use as a guide to find a good place to go. For example, the table below gives top ranked countries for 
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Americans to live as ranked by ex-patriots. Ex-patriots are Americans that have chosen to live outside of the 

United States:  

In order to avoid surprises and complications, do the research! This research will also pay off when developing 

a budget. 

Next it is important to determine the costs of moving and living abroad. Some things to consider are 

cost of the airplane ticket, transportation and housing. Another consideration is how much money it will cost 

just to get there, and then the cost to make the rest of the adventure smooth and stress free. Setting up a 

simple spreadsheet to calculate projected expenses will help to keep track of the budget like this one from 

Vertex42 can be customized: 

 

Having a clear and precise budget will help determine if the adventure is possible and save money in the long 

run. Of course, this will all depend on the country and the cost of living in that area of the world. Once the 

budget is ironed out, determining a plan is the next step. 

The final step is devising a clear plan with a timeline because as Antoine de Saint-Exupery famously 

said, “A goal without a plan is just a wish.” When creating a timeline consider how long it will take to save the 

necessary money for the plane ticket and then how much time you will need in order to save enough for your 

living expenses. Making a plan should not be too hard as there are many websites that have templates that 

can be customized when planning a move. If the plan is deliberate and well thought out, it will allow enough 

time to plan and prepare, allowing the experience to be exciting and without hassles and stress. 

Making a smooth transition to a new country will be better if it is well-research, there is a realistic 

budget and there is a clear plan of action to get there. Being well-informed about the laws, culture and cost of 

living of the country will make it easier to set up a realistic budget and plan that will make for a seamless move 

abroad. While this is a general plan, it can easily be applied to more concrete information about specific 
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countries and students in specific situations. Students considering a move abroad after graduation, assuming 

their parents are not the Obamas, should begin to research, budget and plan immediately. The sooner the 

plan is in place, the better the experience will be! 
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Final Essay 
 

Moving Abroad 
 

Malia Obama started a national debate when she decided that she will take a year off before she starts 

college. Everyone is wondering: Will Malia work? Will she spend the year hanging out with her friends or will 

she travel before her freshman year at Harvard? Let’s face it, this opportunity is not one that is easily afforded 

by the general population, but it is a choice that is being made by an increasing number of American 

graduates. If I were to take a gap year (or two), I would spend it immersed in the culture of another country. 

Moving to a different country would not only be expensive, but a daunting organizational endeavor. In order 

to make a smooth transition and have a great adventure abroad, it is important to research potential 

countries to live in, determine a budget for moving and for living in the new country, and devise a plan that 

includes a realistic timeline for getting there. 

First, research potential countries to live in. It is important to know about the immigration and work 

laws that govern potential countries. Do they allow immigrants to work? How long can a person stay in the 

country on a passport, or is it necessary to apply for a special visa? Work programs that allow students (or 

potential students) to work on farms is another area to look into. Often times these programs will provide 

food and accommodations in exchange for the work that a young person does on the farm. Another important 

aspect to research is the culture’s attitude toward Americans. Are Americans welcomed with open arms or will 

being immersed in the culture be a more challenging undertaking? There is plenty of information out there to 

use as a guide to find a good place to go. For example, the table below gives top ranked countries for 

Americans to live as ranked by ex-patriots. Ex-patriots are Americans that have chosen to live outside of the 

United States: 
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In order to avoid surprises and complications, do the research! This research will also pay off when developing 

a budget. 

Next it is important to determine the costs of moving and living abroad. Some things to consider are 

cost of the airplane ticket, transportation and housing. Another consideration is how much money it will cost 

just to get there, and then the cost to make the rest of the adventure smooth and stress free Setting up a 

simple spreadsheet to calculate projected expenses will help to keep track of the budget like this one from 

Vertex42 can be customized:  

Having a clear and precise budget will help determine if the adventure is possible and save money in the long 

run. Of course, this will all depend on the country and the cost of living in that area of the world. Once the 

budget is ironed out, determining a plan is the next step. 

The final step is devising a clear plan with a timeline because as Antoine de Saint-Exupery famously 

said, “A goal without a plan is just a wish.” When creating a timeline consider how long it will take to save the 
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necessary money for the plane ticket and then how much time you will need in order to save enough for your 

living expenses. Making a plan should not be too hard as there are many websites that have checklists and 

timeline templates that can be customized when planning a move. For the smartphone savvy, move.com has 

an app that can help plan and keep the plan moving in a positive direction. If the plan is deliberate and well 

thought out, it will allow enough time to plan and prepare, allowing the experience to be exciting and without 

hassles and stress. 

Making a smooth transition to a new country will be better if it is well-research, there is a realistic 

budget and there is a clear plan of action to get there. Being well-informed about the laws, culture and cost of 

living of the country will make it easier to set up a realistic budget and plan that will make for a seamless move 

abroad. While this is a general plan, it can easily be applied to more specific information about specific 

countries and students in specific situations. Students considering a move abroad after graduation, assuming 

their parents are not the Obamas, should begin to research, budget and plan immediately. The sooner the 

plan is in place, the better the experience will be! 
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