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Writing Prompt: 
Think about what you could do to make your community a better place. Choose one issue that needs to be 
addressed. Write an essay that describes how you would solve this problem to make your community a better 
place. 
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Problem/Solution Writing Organizer 
 
Introduction  
• Startling fact, anecdote, question or quote about the problem  
On November 19,2015, the Los Angeles Times reported that there was a 55% increase in chronically homeless 
people in Los Angeles since 2013. 
 
• Explanation of startling first sentence 
This trend is not only reflected in our larger cities, but also smaller cities like my own where there has been a 
noticeable increase in homelessness over the past few years. Many believe that government officials waste 
time trying to figure out ways to move the homeless to other cities or just out of sight instead of focusing on 
the root issues that cause homelessness. As homelessness increases it is ever important to think about our 
own responsibility to the homeless in our community and how we can help solve this growing problem. 
 
• Thesis statement  
Educating ourselves about homelessness and taking local action is the logical solution because it will begin to 
change our perception of the homeless and help us to see the impact of our efforts locally, inspiring us to 
continue to make changes 
 
Problem  
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• Topic sentence defining the problem 
This trend is not only reflected in our larger cities, but also smaller cities like my own where there has been a 
noticeable increase in homelessness over the past few years. 
 
• Describe the problem  
Homelessness is very prevalent throughout the United States. Los Angeles and New York City have the highest 
rates of homelessness and Los Angeles has the most unsheltered homeless. 
 
• 1-3 examples  
The Pacifica Resource Center recently reported that the number of people in poverty in Pacifica has tripled 

since 2000, and between 2007 and 2013 homelessness increased by 900 percent. 

• Describe who the problem affects/how it affects them  
Homelessness affects young and old. For young children, the disruption of becoming or being homeless can 
have a grave impact on their education and emotional health. 
 

 
 
Overview of the Solution  
• First solution  
Try to understand who is homeless and why they are homeless. 
 
• Second solution  
Donate items and volunteer time. 
 
• Third solution  
Treat the homeless with kindness. 
 
First Solution  
The first step that community members need to take in order to impact their community and its homeless 
population is to understand who is homeless and why they are homeless. 
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• Details  
Understanding homelessness, its causes and the people who are homeless, helps to us to see the homeless as 
people and individuals rather than just a problem that plagues our downtown streets. 
 
• What naysayers say  
Some people will resist trying to understand why people are homeless and just write them off as lazy or 
undisciplined, but it is important to be an advocate and try to help people understand the homeless. 
 
 
• Call to action  
Understanding homelessness, its causes and the people who are homeless, helps to us to see the homeless as 
people and individuals rather than just a problem that plagues our downtown streets. 
 
Second Solution  
Another way to impact the local community is to donate items and volunteer time. 
 
• Details  
Local shelters and food banks have an ongoing need for food and other essentials. Donating food, clothing, 
toiletries, and toys is a great way to help out the local community. Volunteering at a local homeless shelter or 
soup kitchen is another great way to help the community. You could serve and make food or tutor homeless 
children if there is a need. It is also a good way to get to know the homeless in your community and in turn 
increase your knowledge and understanding of the homeless and the challenges that they face.  
 
• What naysayers say  
Young people may feel that they are too young and inexperienced to go out and really make a difference, but 
there are plenty of opportunities and needs out there!  
 
• Call to action  
Clean out your closet and your pantry today and donate, or look for opportunities to volunteer in your 
community and sign up this week! 
 
Third Solution  
One of the most important steps to take to help the homeless in your area is to treat them with kindness. 
 
• Details  
Imagine being treated like you were invisible to other people. Smile and acknowledge the existence of the 
homeless people in your community. When you go for lunch, buy an extra sandwich and offer it to a homeless 
person outside of the restaurant. If a homeless person looks cold, ask them if they need an extra jacket or a 
blanket and then bring them one. 
 
• What naysayers say  
Safety is a concern when exercising any of these options. 
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• Call to action  
take a friend and deliver some cookies to a few homeless people in a lighted, public place today! Treating the 
homeless with dignity will not only lift them up, but will help you to connect with the humanity in everyone. 
 
Conclusion (with call to action) 
• Restate thesis 
Educating ourselves and then taking actions to help our local community is a simple way for us to help the 
homeless in our community. By making these small steps we can begin to see a decrease rather than an 
increase in homelessness. Just think, if everyone in our community took responsibility for the people around 
us by educating ourselves, getting involved through volunteering and donating and showing basic human 
kindness to our local homeless people, we could make such a difference in the lives of others, and possibly 
help change the attitudes and perceptions of others in our community. I want to make this vision a reality, and 
I have started by volunteering to tutor two homeless students who are having a hard time keeping up with 
their school work because of the obvious distraction in their lives. What will you do to help your community? 
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Create Transitions 
 
On November 19, 2015, the Los Angeles Times reported that there was a “55% increase in 
chronically homeless people in Los Angeles since 2013.” The problem of homelessness has 
become increasingly prevalent across the country. According to the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services homelessness is defined as:  

“An individual who lacks housing (without regard to whether the individual is a member 
of a family), including an individual whose primary residence during the night is a 
supervised public or private facility (e.g., shelters) that provides temporary living 
accommodations, and an individual who is a resident in transitional housing.”  

A homeless person is an individual without permanent housing who may live on the streets; 
stay in a shelter, mission, single room occupancy facilities, abandoned building or vehicle; or in 

any other unstable or non-permanent situation. This problem is illustrated in the maps below 
that show the numbers of unsheltered and sheltered homeless by state: 
 
This trend is not only reflected in our larger cities, but also smaller cities like my own where 
there has been a noticeable increase in homelessness over the past few years. For young 
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children, the disruption of becoming or being homeless can have a grave impact on their 
education, physical health and emotional health as shown in the illustration below. 
 

 
Many believe that government officials work to figure out ways to move the homeless to other 
cities or just out of sight instead of focusing on the root issues that cause homelessness. As 
homelessness increases it is ever important to think about our own responsibility to the 
homeless in our community and how we can help solve this growing problem. Homelessness 
affects young and old. For young children, the disruption of becoming or being homeless can 
have a grave impact on their education and emotional health. 

  

In order to solve the problem of homelessness in our community, individual community 
members must educate themselves and get involved locally. Educating ourselves about 
homelessness and taking local action is the logical solution because it will begin to change our 
perception of the homeless and help us to see the impact of our efforts locally, inspiring us to 
continue to make changes. 

The first step that community members need to take in order to impact their 
community and its homeless population is to understand who is homeless and why they are 
homeless. Understanding homelessness, its causes and the people who are homeless, helps to 
us to see the homeless as people and individuals rather than just a problem that plagues our 
downtown streets. Some people will resist trying to understand why people are homeless and 
just write them off as lazy or undisciplined, but it is important to be an advocate and try to help 
people understand the homeless. Educating ourselves on these issues, can help change our 
perspective on the homeless and in turn our change in attitude could also impact the family and 
friends around us.  

Another way to impact the local community is to donate items and volunteer time. Local 
shelters and food banks have an ongoing need for food and other essentials. Donating food, 
clothing, toiletries, and toys is a great way to help out the local community. Volunteering at a 
local homeless shelter or soup kitchen is another great way to help the community. You could 
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serve and make food or tutor homeless children if there is a need. It is also a good way to get to 
know the homeless in your community and in turn increase your knowledge and understanding 
of the homeless and the challenges that they face. Young people may feel that they are too 
young and inexperienced to go out and really make a difference, but there are plenty of 
opportunities and needs out there!  Clean out your closet and your pantry today and donate, or 
look for opportunities to volunteer in your community and sign up this week! 

Finally, one of the most important steps to take to help the homeless in your area is to 
treat them with kindness. Imagine being treated like you were invisible to other people. Smile 
and acknowledge the existence of the homeless people in your community. When you go for 
lunch, buy an extra sandwich and offer it to a homeless person outside of the restaurant. If a 
homeless person looks cold, ask them if they need an extra jacket or a blanket and then bring 
them one. Of course, safety is a concern when exercising any of these options, so take a friend 
and deliver some cookies to a few homeless people in a lighted, public place today! Treating the 
homeless with dignity will not only lift them up, but will help you to connect with the humanity 
in everyone. 

Educating ourselves and then taking actions to help our local community is a simple way 
for us to help the homeless in our community. If everyone in our community took responsibility 
for the people around us by educating ourselves, getting involved through volunteering and 
donating and showing basic human kindness to our local homeless people, we could make such 
a difference in the lives of others, and possibly help change the attitudes and perceptions of 
others in our community. I want to make this vision a reality, and I have started by volunteering 
to tutor two homeless students who are having a hard time keeping up with their school work 
because of the obvious distraction in their lives. What will you do today to help your 
community? 

Problem/Solution Conclusion 

 Restate the Thesis 

Educating ourselves and then taking actions to help our local community is a simple way for us 
to help the homeless in our community. If everyone in our community took responsibility for 
the people around us by educating ourselves, getting involved through volunteering and 
donating and showing basic human kindness to our local homeless people, we could make such 
a difference in the lives of others, and possibly help change the attitudes and perceptions of 
others in our community. 

 Provide a real world connection 

I want to make this vision a reality, and I have started by volunteering to tutor two homeless 
students who are having a hard time keeping up with their school work because of the obvious 
distraction in their lives.  

 Give a call to action 

What will you do today to help your community? Set a goal to take a step to help this week! 
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Final Essay 

Helping the Homeless in Our Community 

On November 19, 2015, the Los Angeles Times reported that there was a 55% increase 

in chronically homeless people in Los Angeles since 2013. The problem of homelessness has 

become increasingly prevalent across the country. This increase in homelessness marks a 

disturbing trend that is not only reflected in our larger cities, but also smaller cities like Pacifica 

where there has been a noticeable increase in homelessness over the past few years. 

Both our local homeless shelter and our food bank have expressed concern over the growing 

numbers of individuals and families in need in our area. The Pacifica Resource Center recently 

reported that the number of people in poverty in Pacifica has tripled since 2000, and between 

2007 and 2013 homelessness increased by 900 percent. Many of the homeless in our area are 

children. For young children, the disruption of becoming or being homeless can have a grave 
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impact on their education, physical health and emotional health as shown in the illustration 

below. 

 

 

It is imperative that we consider the effects of homelessness on our local children and make an 

effort to solve this problem. Educating ourselves about homelessness and taking local action is 

the logical solution to solving the problem in Pacifica because it will begin to change our 

perception of the homeless and help us to see the impact of our efforts locally, inspiring us to 

continue to make changes. 

First, in order to impact the community and its homeless population community 

members need to understand who is homeless and why they are homeless. Understanding 

homelessness, its causes and the people who are homeless, helps to us to see homeless as 

people and individuals rather than just a problem that plagues our downtown streets. Some 

people will resist trying to understand why people are homeless and just write them off as lazy 

or undisciplined, but it is important to be an advocate and try to help people understand the 

homeless. Educating ourselves on these issues, can help change our perspective on the 

homeless and in turn our change in attitude could also impact family and friends around us. 

Next, donating items and volunteering time is another way to impact the local 

community. Local shelters and food banks have an ongoing need for food and other essentials. 

Donating food, clothing, toiletries, and toys is a great way to help out the local community. 

Volunteering at a local homeless shelter or soup kitchen is another great way to help the 
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community. Serving food or tutoring homeless children are good options for high school 

students to help. It is also a good way to get to know the homeless in the community and in 

turn increase the knowledge and understanding of the homeless and the challenges that they 

face. Young people may feel that they are too young and inexperienced to go out and really 

make a difference, but there are plenty of opportunities and needs out there! Clean out your 

closet and your pantry today and donate, or look for opportunities to volunteer in your 

community and sign up this week! 

Finally, and one of the most important steps to take to help the homeless in your area is 

to treat them with kindness. Imagine being treated like you were invisible to other people. 

Smile and acknowledge the existence of the homeless people in your community. When you go 

for lunch, buy an extra sandwich and offer it to a homeless person outside of the restaurant. If 

a homeless person looks cold, ask them if they need an extra jacket or a blanket and then bring 

them one. Of course, safety is a concern when exercising any of these options. Take a friend 

and deliver some cookies to a few homeless people in a lighted, public place today! Treating the 

homeless with dignity will not only lift them up, but will help you to connect with the humanity 

in everyone. 

Educating ourselves and then taking actions to help our local community is a simple way 

for us to help the homeless in our community Educating ourselves and then taking actions to 

help our local community is a simple way for us to help the homeless in our community. If 

everyone in our community took responsibility for the people around us by educating 

ourselves, getting involved through volunteering and donating and showing basic human 

kindness to our local homeless people, we could make such a difference in the lives of others, 

and possibly help change the attitudes and perceptions of others in our community. I want to 

make this vision a reality, and I have started by volunteering to tutor two homeless students 

who are having a hard time keeping up with their school work because of the obvious 

distraction in their lives. What will you do today to help your community? Set a goal to take a 

step to help this week! 
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