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Brainstorm 

 

I am writing an expository text for travelers about Boise, Idaho. My top ideas are listed in my 

concept map. The four best ideas I am going to write about are rafting the Boise River, visiting 

the hot springs, and hot air balloon rides.

  

Organize Ideas/Thesis Statement/Format Text/Develop A Topic 

Introduction 

 Attention grabbing opener: Boise has been ranked in the Top 10 by Outside Living as 

one of the 10 best big cities for active families. 

 Thesis statement: Boise is a great place for outdoor lovers to visit because you can float 

the Boise River, enjoy the view of the Treasure Valley in a hot air balloon ride, swim in 

natural hot springs, and take in a Boise State football game in the fall. 

First Characteristic 

 Topic sentence: Floating the Boise River is something fun for the whole family. 

 Details: 

 300,000 people float the river yearly. 

 Wide variety of plants and animals. 

 6 miles can be done in 3 hours. 

Things 
to do in 

Boise

hot 
springs

ski

raft

football fishing

hiking

hunting

hot air 
balloons
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Second Characteristic 

 Topic sentence: There are great views of the Treasure Valley from a hot air balloon. 

 Details: 

 You need the right wind speeds. 

 Sneakers or boots are a must. 

 Beautiful views of Treasure Valley and a sparkling cider toast. 

Third Characteristic 

 Topic sentence: Soaking in the natural hot springs is a great way to relax. 

 Details: 

 Choice of natural hot springs and hot pools 

 Soak at night under the stars. 

 Make reservations ahead of time.  
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Create Transitions/Conclusion 

Boise has been ranked in the Top 10 by Outside Living as one of the 10 best big cities for 

active families. It is a great place for outdoor lovers to visit because there are so many things to 

do. For instance, travelers can float the Boise River, enjoy the view of the Treasure Valley in a 

hot air balloon ride, and swim in natural hot springs. 

Floating the Boise River is something fun for the whole family. Over 300,000 people 

float the river each year. During the float down the river, you can take in a variety of plants and 

wild life, such as geese. It takes about 3 hours to float the 6 mile stretch of the river.  

 

Following a float down the river, visitors can float above the Treasure Valley and get some 

great views from a hot air balloon. Spending an hour floating above the Treasure Valley and 

having a sparkling cider toast is a great way to see Boise. The wind speeds have to be right and 

the balloons can’t take off in the rain. Sneakers or boots are a must for the balloon ride.  

Visitors can end their day soaking in the natural hot springs relaxing under the stars. People 

have the choice of natural hot springs that are out in nature and hot pools. Hot springs are a 

popular destination spot so be sure to make reservations ahead of time.  
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To sum up, the activities listed above show why Boise has been ranked in the Top 10 by 

Outside Living as one of the 10 best big cities for active families. There are so many outdoor 

activities the city provides! Whether visitors decide to float the Boise River, enjoy the view of 

the Treasure Valley in a hot air balloon ride, or swim in natural hot springs, fun will be had by 

all. 
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Final Essay 

Boise has been ranked in the Top 10 by Outside Living as one of the 10 best big cities for 

active families. It is a great place for outdoor lovers to visit because there are so many things to 

do. For instance, travelers can float the Boise River, enjoy the view of the Treasure Valley in a 

hot air balloon ride, and swim in natural hot springs. 

Floating the Boise River is something fun for the whole family. Over 300,000 people 

float the river each year. During the float down the river, you can take in a variety of plants and 

wild life, such as geese. It takes about 3 hours to float the 6 mile stretch of the river.  

 

Following a float down the river, visitors can float above the Treasure Valley and get some 

great views from a hot air balloon. Spending an hour floating above the Treasure Valley and 

having a sparkling cider toast is a great way to see Boise. The wind speeds have to be right and 

the balloons can’t take off in the rain. Sneakers or boots are a must for the balloon ride.  

Visitors can end their day soaking in the natural hot springs relaxing under the stars. People 

have the choice of natural hot springs that are out in nature and hot pools. Hot springs are a 

popular destination spot so be sure to make reservations ahead of time.  
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To sum up, the activities listed above show why Boise has been ranked in the Top 10 by 

Outside Living as one of the 10 best big cities for active families. There are so many outdoor 

activities the city provides! Whether visitors decide to float the Boise River, enjoy the view of 

the Treasure Valley in a hot air balloon ride, or swim in natural hot springs, fun will be had by 

all. 
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