
HOW TO ANALYZE MEDIA

How to Teach Students to Critically Think About Text 

Analyzing forms of media is scrutinizing the source’s author, the date it was written, the 
purpose of the piece and the intended audience.
Credible sources are articles, essays, journals, and other forms of text and communication 
that can be confidently quoted, referred to or cited.  Credible sources are tested, accurate 
and professionally written.

• Is the author close to the action or near the event as he reports?

• Who follows this person?  Are followers commenting on posts or tweets and 
interacting with the author regularly? 

• Are there other sources reporting the same information?

• Is this topic in line with other posts and tweets by the author?  Can you gather 
more information on the topic by reading previous entries?

• How long ago was the account created?  Does it have detailed information about 
the author?  Does it include an actual picture of the author?

• Is the author referring to credible sources in his posts?

ONLINE SOURCE CREDIBILITY CHECKLIST FOR STUDENTS

• How did you find the site?

• What information is available about the author?

• Are there citations and dates?

• What is the domain name? 

• Is the writing professional and obviously edited?

• Is the site well-designed and functional?

• Does it allow for unmonitored collaborative editing?

QUESTIONS FOR ANALYZING SOCIAL MEDIA SOURCES



HOW TO ANALYZE MEDIA

How to Teach Students to Critically Think About Text 

STEPS DESCRIPTION OF EACH STEP

1

Teach students that there are three 
tiers of sources

Tier 1: Straight-from-the-source credible,  
first-hand or expert-level sources (most credible)

Tier 2: Periodicals, journals, foundation  
newsletters and publications, and other  
authoritative, professionally edited sources 
(slightly less credible)

Tier 3: Blogs, collaborative websites and unedited 
sources (least credible)

2

Once students understand the three 
tiers of sources, teach and model 
how to analyze forms of media by 
answering the question, “Who is the 
author and what do I know about 
him?”

      Has the author cited sources?
      Is the author considered an expert in the field?
      Does the author have 'like' research or topics 

that he’s written about or collaborated on?

3

Teach and model how to determine 
the date the source was written/ 
produced and whether it is relevant 
based upon that date

      What time periods are relevant for this source?
      Does the source have to be current to be valid?
      Is the source routinely updated?

4

Teach and model how to figure out 
why the author produced the piece

       What funding sources are fueling the writing?
       Is this a commercial piece or an informational 

piece?
       What other points of view/sources should I 

consider?
       How much does the author’s affiliation or  

organization shape the message?

5

Teach and model what types of 
sources your students should value 
and count as credible

      Do I require mainstream sources?
      Should I accept most internet sources without 

hesitation?
      Is the source written in a scholarly tone?
      Are peer-edited sources acceptable?

6

If using an internet source, teach and 
model this Step in addition to 
Steps 1-5

      What is the domain name? (.edu, .gov, .mil and 
[state].us sites are likely to be more credible 
than .com, .org or .net sites)

      How did I find the site?  Was it through a  
general search engine or through a trusted 
database?

      Are there advertisements throughout the site?
      Is the site generally well-designed and current?


