
Differentiating ELA Instruction for Advanced Students 

 

 

 

 

 

Is this student advanced 
on at least two high-

stakes/validated 
assessments in ELA for 

at least two testing 
sessions?

If yes, then give student 
1-2 years above grade-
level text and work on 

summarizing 
informational and 

narrative text 

If the student masters 
summarizing 

informational and 
narrative text in 1-2 

year above grade-level 
text 

Then, work on 1-2 year 
above grade-level text 

and mastering the skills 
of point of view, 

figurative language, 
theme and analysis

If the student does not 
master summarizing 

informational and 
narrative text in 1-2 

year above grade-level 
text

Then, work on the skill 
of summarizing on end 
of year grade-level text

Once the student masters the skill of 
summarizing on end of year grade-level 
text, then give student 1-2 year above 

grade-level text and work on summarizing 
informational and narrative text  

Then, work on 1-2 year 
above grade-level text 

and mastering the skills 
of point of view, 

figurative language, 
theme and analysis

If not, then move to the 
Benchmark if/then chart



Differentiating ELA Instruction for Benchmark Students 

 

 

Is this student benchmark on at 
least two high-stakes/validated 
assessments in ELA for at least 

two testing sessions?

If yes, then give student previously 
unseen, on grade-level text and 

work on summarizing 
informational and narrative text 

If the student masters summarizing 
informational and narrative text on 

grade-level text 

Then, work with on grade-level 
text and mastering the skills of 

point of view, figurative 
language, theme and analysis

Once these skills are 
mastered in grade-
level text, move to 

the Advanced if/then 
chart

If the student does not master 
summarizing informational and 

narrative text on grade-level text 

Then, work on the 
skill of summarizing 
with on grade-level 

text 

Once the student 
masters the skill of 

summarizing on 
grade-level text, then 
work on the skills of 

point of view, 
figurative language, 
theme and analysis 

using grade-level text

Once these skills are 
mastered in grade-
level text, move to 

the Advanced if/then 
chart

If the student struggles with 
summarizing grade-level text, 
you can choose to use slightly 

below grade level text for 
teaching and practice for a 

short period of time

Once the student 
masters the skill of 
summarizing grade 

level text

Then, work on the 
skills of point of view, 
figurative language, 
theme and analysis 

using grade-level text

Once these skills are 
mastered in grade-
level text, move to 

the Advanced if/then 
chart



Differentiating ELA Instruction for Below Benchmark Students 

 

Is this student below benchmark on any 
high-stakes/validated assessments in 

ELA?

If so, then have the student summarize 
a previously unseen piece of grade level 

text

If the student is successful at 
summarizing a piece of grade-

level text

Then, using a slightly below grade-level 
piece of text, teach and practice point 

of view, figurative language, theme and 
analysis

Once the 
student has 

mastered the 
skills on 

below grade-
level text, 

then move to 
Benchmark 

if/then chart

If the student is unsuccessful 
at summarizing a piece of 

grade level text

Then, give the student an 
oral reading fluency 

assessment on grade level 
text

If the student passes the oral 
reading fluency assessment, then 
teach the student to summarize, 
using a slightly below grade level 

piece of text

When the student masters 
summarizing on slightly below 
grade level text, then move to 
practicing summarization with 

grade level text

Then, using a slightly below grade-
level piece of text teach and 

practice point of view, figurative 
language, theme and analysis

Once these skills are 
mastered in grade level 

text, move to the 
Benchmark if/then chart

If the student does not pass the 
oral reading fluency assessment 
at grade level, then administer a 

phonics survey

If the student does not 
have phonics skills 

weakness(es), then work 
on oral reading fluency

If the student does have 
phonics skills weakness, 

then work on the farthest 
back skill first

Once students have closed the skills gap 
on multi-syllabic words and are working on 

oral reading fluency, then begin to teach 
summarizing on slightly below grade level 

text

Once there are no phonics or oral reading 
fluency skills gaps, then teach the student 
to summarize, using a slightly below grade 

level piece of text

When the student masters summarizing 
on slightly below grade level text, then 
move to practicing summarization with 

grade level text

Once these skills are mastered 
in grade level text, move to 
the Benchmark if/then chart


