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CLASS 4: PART B

Writing Checklist for Narrative - Elementary

Grade level:  ________________________________________      Date: ____________________
Content area:   ______________________________________    3 = full evidence 
          2 = partial evidence 
          1 = no evidence 

Text Types and Purposes 3 2 1 Evidence

Teacher establishes the purpose for writing without extensive background 
knowledge (allowing the text to be the source of learning)

Pre-teaching vocabulary and background knowledge (limited to what was 
necessary to understand task and standard while still requiring the writer to 
conduct research)

Teachers pose text-based questions that require the writer to address the text 
explicitly, as well as any inferences drawn from the text

W.3 Focus:  Write or use a combination of dictation, drawing, and writing 
narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using well chosen 
details, and well-structured event sequences

• Engage reader by setting out a problem, situation or observation and 
its significance, establishing multiple points of view and introducing a 
narrator and/or characters

• Create a smooth progression of experiences or events through narrative 
techniques such as dialogue, pacing, description, etc.

• Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so they build on one 
another to create a coherent whole, tone or outcome

• Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to 
convey a vivid picture

• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and reflects 
on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the 
narrative

Students write in complete sentences

Students summarize the narrative text through a combination of dictation, 
drawing, and/or writing

Teacher is providing on-going specific feedback to students on specific elements 
of the writing process/writing strategies

Teacher redirects students back to the text when answering questions

Production and Distribution of Writing 3 2 1 Evidence

Questions posed are text-based questions that require the writer to address the 
craft and structure of the text (W Standards 4-6)

Students analyze the author’s word choices on meaning and tone (formal and 
informal)
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W.4 Focus:  (Begins in grade 4) Produce clear and coherent writing in which 
development, organization and style are appropriate to task, purpose and 
audience (TAP)

W.5 Focus:  Plan and develop writing as needed focusing on addressing what is 
most significant for a specific purpose and audience

W.6 Focus:  Use technology to produce, publish writing to interact and 
collaborate

Students are planning, revising, editing, rewriting or trying a new approach in 
writing

Students peer edit the writing or others using academic vocabulary and the text 
as evidence

Students can explain write about what the author used to advance his point of 
view or purpose

Teacher is providing on-going specific feedback to students

Teacher redirects students back to the writing when answering questions and 
discussing the writing product

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 3 2 1 Evidence

Questions posed are text-based questions that require the writer to address the 
integration of knowledge and ideas of the text (W Standards 7-9)

W.7 Focus:  Conduct research projects based on focused questions

W.8 Focus:  Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources

W.9 Focus:  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection and research

Teacher redirects students back to the sources when answering questions and 
discussing the writing


